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Anthony Richmond's topical work is a 
collection of essays that deal with the 
impact of postindustrialism, postmod- 
ernism, and globalization on interna- 
tional migration, racial conflict, and 
ethnic nationalism. Some of his previ- 
ously published articles, in edited and 
updated form, are included, and they 
add depth to the current perspective. 
The content is organized into three sec- 
tions: an extensive section on theory; 
analysis of the main issues with an em- 
phasis on the multivariate nature of 
migration flows and ethnic relations, 
followed by comparisons of the poli- 
cies and responses of Great Britain, the 
United States, and Australia with those 
of Canada; and the final section focuses 
on the priorities and dilemmas of the 
postindustrial era, and on prescriptive 
alternatives for the New World Order. 

Richmond uses forcefully the anal- 
ogy of apartheid to describe the strat- 
egy that is being adopted by the 
industrialized countries of Europe, 
North America, Australasia, and other 
wealthy enclaves that are seeking to 
protect themselves from what they 
perceive to be a singular threat to their 
territorial integrity and privileged life- 
styles. This threat is posed by the in- 
creasing pressure of international 
migration movements-mass migra- 
tion from poorer to richer countries, 
from those where government systems 
have collapsed to those with more sta- 
ble political environments. The scale of 
migration has grown and the nature of 
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the flows has changed as a conse- 
quence of events and processes in our 
globalized, postindustrial society. It is 
estimated that 70 million persons live 
and work in other countries, and more 
than one million people emigrate per- 
manently every year (UNFPA 1993). 
The fact that a majority of the 23 mil- 
lion refugees and displaced persons in 
the world today are from the Third 
World raises the question of racism, 
especially in the context of inhospita- 
ble responses by developed countries. 

Richmond points out that while of- 
ficial apartheid in South Africa (the 
subject of some of his earlier work in 

plicit in policy instruments like the 
Schengen Agreement and the Dublin 
Convention. 

The greatly accelerated rate of 
change brought about by technologi- 
cal advance (the revolution in commu- 
nications being a salient example) has 
made possible closer linkages and in- 
terdependence in many areas. Inci- 
dents occurring in one place trigger a 
chain of events the effects of which are 
felt in countries far removed from the 
source. On the other hand, globaliza- 
tion has brought contradictions. The 
global economy is dominated by the 
interlinked economies of the United 
States, Europe, Japan, and the rapidly 
expanding ones of Taiwan, Hong 
Kong, and Singapore. A glaring con- 
tradiction in the current process of glo- 
bal change is that, while money, goods, 
and information flow relatively freely 
across borders, people do not. Migra- 
tion pressures have resulted from 
shifts in the location of economic 
growth areas and from displacement 
caused by conflict. The main response 

The question is whether cultural pluralism is compatible with 
equality of opporhtnity and the coaptation of immigrants. As 

globalizatrbn proceeds, will heterogeneity persist, leading to de- 
territorialization of cultures, at the expense of homogeneity? 

1955 and 1961) is being dismantled, the 
rest of the world seems bent on con- 
structing restrictive policies and in- 
struments of control that bear 
remarkable resemblance to those fash- 
ioned in South Africain the 1950s. The 
reasons being advanced to justify im- 
position of systems of separation or 
"aparthood have a familiar ring: de- 
fence of existing cultural and social 
institutions, state security, mainte- 
nance of law and order, the need to 
preserve ethnic identity, preservation 
of economic privilege, and the need to 
regulate and manage population 
movements. In our postindustrial so- 
ciety, the hedge of bitter wild almond 
planted by the Dutch colonials takes 
the form of armed frontier patrols, 
computer data banks, fingerprinting, 
travel documents, judicial hearings 
and, not least, the interdiction nets im- 

has been to try to stem the flow, to label 
as "illegal" or "undesirable" people 
who formerly would have been wel- 
comed as useful workers or escapees 
from oppressive regimes. This rudi- 
mentary approach to a complex phe- 
nomenon inherent in the whole 
process of globalization does not ad- 
dress the situation. The fortress walls 
will be eroded: "[a] system of global 
apartheid is bound to fail" (p. 216). 

In his book, Richmond takes up the 
challenge of providing a competent 
forum for the raising of many contro- 
versial issues that are otherwise at the 
forefront of current political discourse 
in Canada and elsewhere. Given the 
constraints imposed by the rapidity 
and unpredictability of change that 
make it difficult to assess the signifi- 
cance of phenomena he has, in my 
opinion, succeeded. He states, for ex- 
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ampie, that ethnic diversity is charac- 
teristic of almost all postindustrial so- 
cieties. The question is whether 
cultural pluralism is compatible with 
equality of opportunity and the 
coaptation of immigrants. As globali- 
zation proceeds, will heterogeneity 
persist, leading to de-territorialization 
of cultures, at the expense of homoge- 
neity? 

While we are witnessing an era of 
change that is fraught with structural 
contradictions and a high potential for 
social conflict, we lack effective global 
governmental institutions. The United 
Nations "has failed dismally to pre- 
vent civil wars from occurring on all 
continents" (p. 223). How then can 
politicians, bureaucrats, and academ- 
ics respond to the responsibility of for- 
mulating policies concerning 
peacekeeping, international migra- 
tion, and refugee movements? At one 
of the few junctures in the book at 
which the author sets out concrete sug- 
gestions for proceeding in the New 
World Order, he states the imperative 
of dismissing as anachronistic all pre- 
vious plans and programs. The whole 
system must be rethought in global 
terms and along the lines of interna- 
tional cooperation. Short-term self-in- 
terest must yield to policies promoting 
the long-term interest of all concerned, 
including the so-called developing 
countries, whose people must partici- 
pate actively in making decisions that 
concern them. 

Richmond argues that state sover- 
eignty can no longer be maintained in 
an absolute way: "all boundaries are 
permeable and borders can no longer 
be defended with walls, iron curtains, 
armed guards, or computer surveil- 
lance systems" (p. 205). Sustainable 
development must be practised, and 
territories and their resources, mate- 
rial and human, must be held in trust 
for posterity. 

Departing at times from the level of 
a largely structural analysis, the author 
links the preoccupation with territorial 
intitgrity and state sovereignty with 
ind'ividuals' "ontological security" 
needs and collective fears of loss of 
identity, 

The author presents an extensive 
empirical analysis of the configura- 
tions of the present-day catalysts of 
social, economic, and political change 
that are at the root of regional instabil- 
ity and migration pressures: the legacy 
of colonialism, economic disparities 
between developed and developing 
countries, political confrontation be- 
tween the superpowers, recent 
changes in Eastern Europe (the disin- 
tegration of the Soviet Union), the in- 
ternational arms bazaar. The reader 
should consult at an early stage the fi- 
nal chapter in which the author 
presents three alternative scenarios for 
the New World Order. In this way, the 
data in the thematic essays on, for ex- 
ample, "Racism and Immigration" and 
"Migration, Ethnic Conflict and the 
New World Order," can be more read- 
ily related to the typologies that fa&- 
tate the reader's own formulation of 
concrete alkmatives in the New World 
Order. This is undoubtedly a process 
that the author intends to initiate. 

The three scenarios are the nostal- 
gic, the pragmatic, and the utopian. 
Significantly, the author has located 
the United Nations, its agencies, and 
Conventions within the realistic uto- 
pian alternative. At the end of the.book 
the reader realizes that, as the author 
pointed out earlier, there is no exit 
from the global impasse. Because the 
author has so skilfully led the reader 
up to this point, the much less tangible 
nature of the alternatives indicated in 
the last chapter leaves the reader wish- 
ing for a more substantial closing to a 
dynamic work. 

The author gives considerable 
weight to the theory underpinning the 
central issues and concepts, opening 
up for the student reader the param- 
eters of academic scrutiny. This bookis 
an exhaustive contemporary work on 
the impact of globalization and postin- 
dustrialization on migration and ra- 
cial/ ethnic conflict issues. Its wealth of 
empirical material, and the substantial 
body of relevant theory as well as 
policy implications, make it thought- 
provoking and recommended reading 
for students, policymakers, and re- 
searchers. 

-- 
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