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MUSIC I N  SASKATCHEWAN 

I n  t h e  province of  Saskatchewan, a qua r t e r  of  a m i l l i o n  square  
mi l e s  ot* p r a i r i e  and wooded l a k e  country,  cons iderable  human e f f o r t  
is d a i l y  being expended t o  develop a musical c u l t u r e  based on our  
own va lues  and expressed by our  own r e s i d e n t s .  Two a s p e c t s  of  t h i s  
development should be mentioned--the r ap id  expansion of  amateur 
a c t i v i t y  and the  growing number of  p ro fe s s iona l  performances. The 
schools  have come t o  play a c e n t r a l  r o l e  i n  both o f  t hese  a s p e c t s  and 
t h e  Univers i ty  is  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  be comrnended f o r  a t t r a c t i n g  and 
suppor t ing  a growing number of  p ro fe s s iona l  teacher-performers t o  t h e  
province. 

The e a r l y  years  of  Saskatchew~an can be cha rac t e r i zed  as a per iod  
of  r ap id  growth accompanied by a s p i r i t  o f  musical optimism. By 1912 
t h e  c i t y  of  Saskatoon, f o r  example, could boast  of  four  good bands, 
two good o rches t r a s ,  a  Conservatory of  Music, and a Philharmonic 
Socie ty .  This  s o c i e t y  was e s t ab l i shed  by a l a r g e  and ene rge t i c  group 
of  music t eache r s ,  inc luding  Blanche St.John-Baker, Sydney Hogarth, 
Florence Heaney, Helen Davies Sherry,  and Florence Hanson, and t h e i r  
s tuden t s .  

Through the  years  e n t h u s i a s t i c  audiences welcomed such t r a v e l l i n g  
musical companies as the  Sheehan English Opera Company and such 
well-known performers as Ne l l i e  Melba, Jan Kubelik, John McCormack, 
Gabr i e l  Ysaye, Clara But t ,  Gerald Moore, Marcel Dupre, and Percy 
Grainger . 

An event  of  l a s t i n g  s i g n i f i c a n c e  was the  establ ishment  a t  t h e  
Univers i ty  i n  1931 o f  a  Chair of  Music with Arthur Collingwood as Dean. 
Dean Collingwood soon gathered toge ther  the  l o c a l  i n s t r u m e n t a l i s t s  t o  
form the  Saskatoon Symphony Orchestra .  Also i n  1931, D r .  Gust in ,  a man 
i n e x t r i c a b l y  bound up with music i n  Saskatchewan, organized a s e r i e s  
o f  music app rec i a t ion  programs f o r  the  Saskatoon publ ic  schools .  D r .  
Gustin a l s o  founded the  Musical A r t  Club and t h e  Young Artists S e r i e s ,  
and w a s  one of  t he  Founders of the  Saskatchewan Registered Music 
Teachers '  Association. 

In 1959, another  Saskatchewan man of  music, D r .  Murray kdaskin,  
assemblecl a d is t inguished  r o s t e r  of  performers from a c r o s s  Canada and 
the  United S t a t e s  f o r  a  sunmer f e s t i v a l  of  music. He e s t ab l i shed  t h e  
Sunday Evening I i ec i t a l  S e r i e s  a t  the  Univers i ty ,  b r inging  t o  Saskatoon 
audiences an a r r a y  of ou ts tanding  p ro fe s s iona l  performers.  

'ithere a r e  two e s t ab l i shed  community o r c h e s t r a s  i n  Saskatchewan, 
l oca t ed  i n  Saskatoon and Regina (Regina had the  f i r s t  o r c h e s t r a ,  
e s t ab l i shed  i n  1908 by I'rarik Laubach). Both o r c h e s t r a s  have e x i s t e d  
f o r  s e v e r a l  decades; both a r e  pr imar i ly  amateur with a f ~ w  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
music ia~is  i n  each c i t y  tak ing  p a r t .  

11; a d d i t i o n  t o  these  two o rches t r a s ,  t he re  has  e x i s t e d  on an 
occasiorial  b a s i s  the  Saskatchewari Symphony, the  membership of  which 
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is  drawn from among the  bes t  o f  t he  two community groups. Also 
deserving of  mention a r e  t he  P rov inc i a l  Youth Orchestre ,  the  I'ro- 
v i n c i a l  Youth Band, and the  Saskatchewan Youth Chorus. 

I n  Saskatchewan music educat ion has had a s t rong  r o l e  i n  
pronloting both amateur and p ro fe s s iona l  musical a c t i v i t y .  It is 
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  Univers i ty  which i s  i n  a pos i t i on  t o  most d i r e c t l y  
i n f luence  musical development i n  a province l i k e  Saskatchewan by 
a t t r a c t i n g  and suppor t ing  profess iona l  a r t i s t s - t e a c h e r s .  These 
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  through t h e i r  publ ic  performances as w e l l  as t h e i r  
con tac t  with s t u d e n t s  and p o t e n t i a l  music t eache r s ,  a r e  of  utmost 
importance. 

I n  conclusion,  l e t  me say  t h a t  t h e r e  is a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  
musical a c t i v i t y  i n  Saskatchewan. I t  i s  predominantly amateur, i n  t h e  
sense  t h a t  i t  is c a r r i e d  o u t  by non-professionals.  Within t h e  last 
decade, however, t h e r e  has  been a dramatic i nc rease  i n  both q u a n t i t y  
and q u a l i t y  o f  p ro fe s s iona l  performance o r i g i n a t i n g  from wi th in  the  
Province. We look forward t o  continued growth and achievement i n  music 
:-n Saskatchewan. 

Synopsis o f  Professor  Robert 
Solem's paper by Merwin Lewis 
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