The extent to which many of the
women's concerns are in fad family issues should be emphasised.
Their efforts to develop more effective strategies to cope with their experiences should be supported.
This will result in increased benefit
to them and their children. The
women should not be expected to
respond alone to the implications
for intervention from the assessment. In this regard it is important
also that the men are not alienated
by falling into the trap of "beating"
them with the assessment results.
The process of the Focus Group
Discussion, the questionnaire survey, and the feedback of the survey
results has enhanced the development of the women's groups and
activities. This momentum should
be used to initiate more self-help
groups and further promote women's participation in the camp decision making.
The networks of women that were
established during the focus group
discussions should be maintained
and supported as sources of assistance and information. They have
provided much needed medium
through which the women have
been able to express their concerns
in a constructive manner.
The women's anxieties about repatriation should and can be addressed by providing them with
information from sources that they
trust. The women themselves with
the assistance of agencies working
in the camps are best placed to determine these "reliable" sources,
and to ensure that the information
is widely disseminated and available for discussion.

Notes
1. Report prepared by: Community and

Family Service International, Hong
Kong, and International Catholic Child
Bureau, Geneva. For a complete version
of the report, contact Dr. Maryanne
Loughry, CFSI, MCC - P.O.Box 2733,
Makati, Metro Manila, Philippines.
2. McCallin, M. (1992) "Living in Detention." International Catholic Child
Bureau, Geneva.
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