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bents and their challengers generate 
tensions, conflicts, violence and violent 
displacement. Such a society, which may 
be despotically strong but infrastructurally 
weak or despotically weak and 
infrastructurally weak, is an important site 
of violations of human rights and pressing 
humanitarian tragedies. 

On the international front, the severe 
crises of legitimacy of the despotically 
strong international economic and political 
systems undermine economic development 
and the emergence of sustainable 
democratic, accountable and legitimate 
political systems in the faltering states. The 
despotically strong international economic 
and political systems also violate the 
International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights and the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cul-
tural Rights of the marginalized and 
vulnerable inhabitants of the "weak" states. 
By violating these rightswhich work 
together with the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and form the basic norms 
for individual protection in the human 
rights fieldthe international systems 
contribute to the crises of both external and 
internal displacement, and humanitarian 
tragedies in the weak states. 

Although the need to address the causes 
of the multifaceted crises has been 
highlighted for decades, no substantial, 
coordinated and sustained progress has 
been made on either the 
domestic or international front. Indeed, 
whatever progress has been made on the 
international front, for example, is an 
uncoordinated and quite inadequate to 
address the causes of the crises. Similarly, 
on the domestic front, in the weak states, 
very little efforts, if any, has been made to 
change the despotic nature of the states, 
institutions, political culture and systems. 
In fact, even many of the so-called "new 
leaders" in some of these states, 
particularly in Africa, are as despotic as the 
old rulers they replaced. The result is that 
the problems persist, and very pressing 
humanitarian tragedies continue to 
confront the international community. 

As the causes of the crises persist, the 
UN office responsible for assisting and 
protecting those who are externally 
displaced, as a result of wellfounded fear of 
persecution, United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), 
attempts to apply three "durable" solutions: 
voluntary repatriation; settlement in the 
country of asylum; and resettlement in a 
third country. 

However, as many studies demonstrate, 
repatriations are rarely voluntary. Often, 
they also take place when the very hostile 
conditions that displaced the refugees have 
not changed. 3 For example, in 1996, 
approximately 100,000 Rwandan refugees 
were forcibly repatriated from Burundi.4 In 
December 1996, Tanzania forcibly re-
patriated some 470,000 Rwandan refugees. 
Tanzania justified its violations of the 
rights of the refugees on two grounds. First, 
that the former Hutu extremists who 
committed genocide in Rwanda were 
preventing the overwhelming majority of 
Hutu refugees from repatriating voluntarily 
to Rwanda. While it was true that the 
former Hutu extremists controlled the
camps and did not want the refugees to 
repatriate, the overwhelming major 
ity of the refugees did not want to re-
patriate for fear of persecution by the Tutsi-
dominated regime and army in Rwanda. 
The deaths of more than 2,000 Hutus in the 
overcrowded jails in Rwanda, the torture 
and dehumanization of many more Hutus 
in jails in Rwanda, the confiscation of land 
and property previously owned by Hutu, 
the massacre of over 4,000 Hutu in Kibeho 
camps by the Rwandan Patriotic Army (RP 
A), and the massacre of over 100 Hutu in 
the northwestern village of Kanama by the 
RP A, convinced the overwhelming 
majority of the refugees of the danger of 
repatriation. It was, therefore, not 
surprising that the overwhelming majority 
of the refugees responded to the forcible 
repatriation by attempting to escape to less 
hostile neighbouring countries. The second 
rationale that Tanzania offered for the 
refoulement was that the condi 
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