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Editorial

kim anderson, patti doyle-bedwell, elize hartley, 
beverley jacobs, carole leclair, tracey lindberg, sylvia maracle, 

m. céleste mckay, and patricia a. monture

Many times over the last 19 years, we have each picked up 
the first Aboriginal women’s volume of Canadian	Woman	
Studies/les	cahiers	de	la	femme. It has been a cherished edi-
tion in our bookcases. Canadian	Woman	Studies	has been 
actively encouraging the writing of Aboriginal women 
since it first published a piece by the Mohawk Woman of 
Caughnawaga in the second volume of the journal, long 
before it was vogue to search out Indigenous work. Much 
time has passed and many things have changed. Many more 
Aboriginal women are now writing as evidenced by the 
submissions we received for this volume. This encourages 
us and brings hope.

One of the most apparent themes in this collection is 
the importance of living our Indigenous traditions. This 
message comes through whether the article is about the 
arts or law. This is a topic that was not as visible in the 
first Aboriginal women’s collection. Another clear theme 
is that our writing is not separate from our doing. We 
are activists and this volume is indeed a celebration of 
Indigenous women activists. 

These connections are perhaps at the root of our dif-
ficulty in organizing the sections for this volume. It can be 
challenging to categorize Indigenous work. From a holistic 
perspective, each of these articles could fit into any one 
of the four sections, and each of these sections is linked 
to the other. “Storytelling,” for example, is activism, and 
each one of these articles engages storytelling as a process 
of sharing our knowledge and making change. Indigenous 
knowledges are grounded in how we live out the principle 
of “all my relations.” Governance involves the application 
of Indigenous knowledges; the arts give expression to how 
we live our relations, and so on.  This being said, we hope 
that readers will appreciate the categories we have chosen, 
in that they offer new ways to think about activism, stories, 
knowledge and relations. 

 Finally, we would like to thank all of the women at 
Canadian	Woman	 Studies/les	 cahiers	 de	 la	 femme	 	 who 
since Volume 2, No. 2, have fostered and supported the 
written words of Indigenous women. In particular, we 
would like to acknowledge and thank Luciana Ricciutelli.  

Plusieurs fois au cours des dernières années chacune de nous 
a parcouru avec beaucoup de plaisir un premier exemplaire 
des Cahiers	de	la	femmes	/CWS	sur les femmes autochtones.  
Ce magazine a toujours encouragé l’écriture des femmes 
autochtones depuis le premier article des femmes Mohawks 
de Kanawake dans le deuxième numéro des Cahiers bien 
avant la mode des écrits autochtones.  Les années ont passé 
et beaucoup de choses ont changé.  On compte de plus 
en plus de femmes autochtones qui écrivent et le nombre 
de textes soumis pour ce numéro en est la preuve.  C’est 
un encouragement porté par l’espoir.

Un des thèmes les plus évidents de ce numéro porte 
sur l’importance de vivre nos traditions autochtones.  Ce 
message omniprésent, que ce soit dans un article sur les 
arts ou sur la loi,  n’était pas apparent dans le premier nu-
méro sur les femmes autochtones.  Un autre thème prouve 
que notre écriture n’est pas dissociée de notre quotidien.  
Nous sommes des activistes et ce numéro est sûrement une 
célébration des femmes activistes autochtones.

Ce ne fut pas tâche facile d’organiser les sections de 
ce numréro à cause des liens à établir   Quel défi que de 
vouloir catégoriser le travail autochtone ! Dans une perspec-
tive holistique chacun des articles aurait pu se retrouver 
dans les quatre sections et chaque section aurait pu être 
reliée à l’autre.  Raconter des histoires par exemple, est 
de l’activisme et chaque histoire dans ce Cahier est enga-
gée dans un processus de partage de nos savoirs pour le 
changement.  En outre, les savoirs autochtones prennent 
leur source dans le principe de “toute ma famille”; la gou-
vernance implique l’application des savoirs autochtones;  
les arts expriment notre relation avec nos familles et ainsi 
de suite.  Cela dit, nous espérons que les lectrices et les 
lecteurs apprécieront les catégories choisies.  Nous croyons 
qu’elles offrent une nouvelle approche à  notre activisme, 
à nos légendes,  à notre savoir et à nos familles. 

En dernier lieu, nous aimerions remercier toutes les 
femmes qui depuis les Cahiers	 	 de	 la	 femme	 volume 2 
numéro 2  ont apporté leur soutien aux écrits des femmes 
autochtones. Notre gratitude va particulièrement à Luciana 
Ricciutelli.  
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CWS/cf	 was founded in 1978. Les	cahiers	
de	la	femme était fondé en 1978.

CWS/cf	encourages unsolicited manuscripts. 
Because each issue of the journal is devoted to 
a specific theme, please write or call to get a list   
of proposed issues for the forthcoming year  as 
well as a copy of our style sheet. In general, ar-
ticles should be typed and double-spaced, with 
notes (kept to a minimum) following the article; 
please send two copies of your submission, along 
with a brief biographical note (20–50 words) 
and abstract (50 words) of your article. If you 
want your manuscript returned after our edito-
rial board has reviewed it, include a stamped, 
self-addressed  9" by 12"  envelope. Articles are 
refereed through a blind review process. We give 
preference to articles of 10-12 pages (2500-3000  
words) which are previously unpublished. If 
possible, submit photographs and/or graphics 
to accompany your work. 

Submission Guidelines

CWS/cf	reserves the right to edit manu-
scripts with respect to length and in con-
formity with our editorial guidelines; any 
substantive changes will be made only after 
consultation with the author. 

If your submission has been set on a word 
processor, please send a copy of your disk 
along with a printout of your manuscript. 
To encourage use of the material published,	
CWS/cf	 has granted electronic rights to 
Ebsco Publishing, Proquest Micromedia, 
Gale Group, and the H. Wilson Co. Any 
royalties received will be used by CWS/cf	to 
assist the publication in disseminating its 
message. Address correspondence to: Ca-
nadian	Woman	Studies, Suite 210, Founders 
College, York University, 4700 Keele Street, 
Toronto, Ontario M3J 1P3.
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Leah Dorion, “Teepee Woman,” acrylic with beads on canvas, 20" x 20", 2006. 

Traditional teachings say that the teepee is like a woman. How a home is kept reflects how women are treated. It was also 
understood that the home was the property of the woman. A woman’s home can be warm, nurturing, caring like a warm fire. 
Out of balance, the home can be destructive like fire. As women we have the power, responsibilities, and rights to determine the 
environment in our home and what we allow inside of our own tepee.


