
CANADIAN MUSIC CENTRE/CENTRE DE MUSIQUE CANADIENNE 

b y  Mark Hand, Na t i ona l  L i b r a r i a n  

[Wi th  t h i s  a r t i c l e  on the  CMC, we beg in  a  d e s c r i p t i v e  s e r i e s  on 
i n d i v i d u a l  Canadian music resource c o l l e c t i o n s ,  i n  t he  hope o f  sup- 
p lement ing and a m p l i f y i n g  the  coverage o f  the  NLC/BNC survey, pub- 
l i s h e d  i n  1980. -Ed.] 

The Canadian Music Centre i s  Canada's na t i ona l  

c o l l e c t i o n  of music by our  major  concer t  

composers. The Centre 's  a c t i v i t i e s ,  conducted 

through t he  n a t i o n a l  o f f i ce  i n  Toronto and 

i t s  r eg i ona l  o f f i ces  i n  Montreal,  Toronto, 

Calgary, and Vancouver, a re  organized t o  

suppor t  t he  c r e a t i v e  work of more than 200 

composers who a re  c a l l e a  Associates o f  the 

CMC. The Centre c o l l e c t s ,  promotes, re-  

produces, records and a i s t r i  butes the  As- 

soc i a tes '  music. I n  these serv ices,  then, 

i t  works w i t h  Canadian and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

musicians, conductors, scholars,  educators, 

and o t h e r  c r e a t i v e  a r t i s t s  and groups such 

as choreographers, fi lm-makers, and broad- 

casters.  

D'abord fond6 e t  6 t a b l i  i Toronto en 1959 

pa r  l e  Consei l  canadian de l a  musique, s u r  

recomnendation de l 'Assoc ia t ion  aes Composi- 

t e u r s  Auteurs e t  Ed i t eu r s  de Canada (CAPAC) 

e t  de l a  L igue  canadienne de compositeurs, 

i 1  e x i s t e  maintenant i Montreal deouis oc tobre  

1973, i Vancouver depuis oc tobre  1977 e t  

i Calgary depuis f e v r i e r  1980. Un bureau 

independant, qu i  desser t  l a  prov ince de 

I ' O n t a r i o ,  a 6 t b  c r66  en 1983. 

The l i b r a r y  cons i s t s  p r i m a r i l y  of music 

scores, of which t he re  a re  c u r r e n t l y  about 

9000, by Associate Composers of the  Centre. 

We a l s o  have a s i zab le  c o l l e c t i o n  of Canadian 

music on d i s c  and casse t t e  tape, v e r t i c a l  

f i l e s  on our  member composers, and a small  

c o l l e c t i o n  of monographs. The v e r t i c a l  

f i l e s  which c o n s i s t  of c l i pp i ngs ,  concer t  

Drogrames,  programme notes, photographs, 

and b iographf  c a l  in fo rmat ion  a re  a valuable 

source of in fo rmat ion  t o  s tudents,  scho la rs  

and j o u r n a l i s t s .  

I n  theory,  t he  l i b r a r y  c o l l e c t i o n  of t he  

n a t i o n a l  o f f i c e  i n  Toronto i s  dup l i ca ted  

i n  each o f  the  t h ree  r eg i ona l  branches; 

i n  p rac t i ce ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  e x a c t l y  the  case, 

b u t  t he  branches co-operate t o  supply patrons 

w i t h  m a t e r i a l s  which, f o r  whatever reason, 

a re  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  l o c a l l y .  

The music scores a re  a v a i l a b l e  on f ree  loan  

t o  any i n t e r e s t e d  person o r  o rgan iza t ion .  

The l oan  pe r i od  i s  two months, b u t  can be 

extended depending on t he  circumstances. 

Orchestra p a r t s  f o r  unpubl ished works a re  

a v a i l a b l e  on a r e n t a l  basis. 

P r i n t e d  m a t e r i a l s  and record ings  a re  a v a i l a b l e  

f o r  re fe rence  use w i t h i n  t he  Centres and 

may n o t  be borrowed. L i s t e n i n g  rooms and 

a p iano a re  provided. 

S t a f f  members a re  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a s s i s t  c l i e n t s  

i n  f i n d i n g  app rop r i a t e  m a t e r i a l s  i n  t he  

l i b r a r y  and t o  answer reference quest ions 

on contemporary Canadian music. To people 

f i n d i n g  us l i s t e d  i n  a l i b r a r y  d i r e c t o r y  

o r  i n  t h e  phone book, ou r  name, Cdnadian 

Music Centre, o f ten  i m p l i e s  t h a t  t he  scope 

of our  c o l l e c t i o n  i s  broader  than i t  a c t u a l l y  

i s .  We a r e  p r i m a r i l y  Concerned w i t h  c o l l e c t -  

i n g  in fo rmat ion  on Associate Composers of 

t he  Centre and t h e i r  involvement  i n  the  

concer t  music, r a t h e r  than  popular  music, 

scene. Thus we a re  n o t  always equipped 

t o  adequately answer t he  v a r i e t y  of requests 



f o r  in format ion  the l i b r a r y  receives. We 

do, however, r e f e r  patrons t o  other muslc 

organizat ions,  such as CAPAC and PRO, o r  

o the r  music libraries such as the Music 

D l v l s l o n  o f  the Natfonal L ib ra ry  of Canada, 

when we cannot fu rn ish  the Information o r  

mater ia ls .  

Nos l l s t e s  annuelles a 'acqu i s l t i ons  sont 

l e  moyen p r l v f l i g f i  de permettre un accBs 

cont inue aux usagers qui  ne peuvent se pre- 

v a l o l r  en personne des serv lces du Centre 

ou de ses succursales. Les b u l l e t i n s  p u b l i i s  

par  l e s  r i g l o n s  ae l a  Columble br l tannlque,  

des P ra l r f es ,  e t  de l ' o n t a r l o ,  de &e que 

l e s  tableaux d'aff ichages dans chaque b l b l  f o- 

th&que renselgnent l e s  composf teurs e t  l e s  

amateurs de musique contemporatne quant 

aux contours, concerts, e t  autres nouvel les 

d ' l n t i r i t .  Les exposl t lons dans l e  foyer 

de l a  Malson Chalmers mettent  en r e l l e f  

l e s  personnages e t  l e s  ivinements d'lmportance 

de l a  sckne de l a  musfcale canaalenne. 

The pub l fc  I s  welcome t o  v l s l t  the Centres 

from 9 a.m. t o  5 p.m. Mondays t o  Fr laays 

( t h e  hours vary s l l g h t l y  i n  the sumner from 

reg lon t o  reg ion)  and the s ta f f  i s  available 
t o  a s s l s t  i n  the use of the co l lec t fon .  

Larger groups, such as school classes, a re  

advised t o  make appolntments I n  aavance, 

especially if a tou r  I s  aeslred. Many of 

our  most regu la r  users cannot come I n  person 

t o  t he  Centre o r  any of I t s  branches. I n  

fact ,  more than ha l f  of the scores loaned, 

and questlons answered, a re  i n  response 

t o  requests by l e t t e r  and telephone. Our 

c l i e n t s  are  based n o t  on ly  I n  Canada bu t  

around the world. 

The l f b r a r y  I s  I n  the  process of I nves t l ga t l ng  

a system f o r  automatfng the catalogues and 

c i r cu1a t l on  of our materfa ls.  The s l ze  

of the  c o l l e c t l o n  i s  small compared t o  many 

l l b r a r l e s ,  so although the s fze  of the data- 

base w l l l  be manageable, the great  a lstance 

between the  branches may pose some problems. 

I n s t f t u t l n g  an automated system w f l l  mean 

a re t rospec t i ve  recataloguing of the co l l ec -  

t l o n ,  g1vi.ng us an o p p o r t u n l t j  t o  standardize 

our cataloguing, which has developed i n  

an i d iosync ra t i c  manner as the c o l l e c t i o n  

grew. Description of mater ia ls  w i l l  conform 

t o  AACR 11 stanaards and subject  headlngs 

w l l l  be asslgned i n  French and Engllsh. 

A t  present, subject  access t o  the co l  l e c t l o n  

I s  very l lm i ted ;  aespl te the  fac t  t h a t  the  

ma jo r i t y  of our users are performers, lndexlng 

of the score c o l l e c t i o n  by Instrument has 

been minimal, making searches tlme consuming. 

On-l lne access w i l l  make using the c o l l e c t i o n  

eas ler  and fas ter  f o r  both patrons and staf f ,  

and automatfon should provide f o r  enhancement 

of cu r ren t  awareness serv ices and product ion 

of p r l n t e d  catalogues. 

La b lb l lo th&que p r f  ncipale,  qu l  emplole 

cfnq personnes, es t  s f tu8e aans l a  Maison 

Chalmers, l e  bureau cen t ra l  au CMC. En 

1981, John M i l l e r ,  l e  d i rec teu r  g i n i r a l ,  

e n t r e p r l t  l e s  f o rma l l t i s  d 'achat  a'une demeure 

h l s to r l que  s i t u i e  au coeur de 1s v f l l e  de 

Toronto, au 20 rue Salnt-Joseph. l e  bureau 

d 'a rch i t ec tes  Morlyama e t  Teshlma recut  

l e  con t ra t  a f f n  a 'e f fec teur  l e s  r i nova t l ons  

ne'cessaf res. Le nouveau Centre fu t  f naugur i  

en j u l n  1984 i I 'occas lon au vlngt-clnqui&me 

ann lversa l re  au Centre de muslque canadlenne. 

Wlth ln Chalmers House, besfaes the l f b r a r y ,  

are the admlnlStrat lve of f lces fo r  the CMC, 

ana f o r  the  Centrealscs a m  of the organlza- 

t ton ,  which produces d f g l  t a l  ly-recorded 

albums on our own labe l  "Centredlscs/Centre- 

dtscques" and d l s t r l  butes a v a r l e t y  o f  

records and tapes whf ch feature Canadfan 

muslc. 

The sfze of the Centre, and the v a r l e t y  

of serv lces I t  provldes t o  i t s  composers 

and the publ lc ,  make f t  one of the most 

envlea I n  the In te rna t l ona l  comnunl t y  of 

muslc Informat ion centres which e x l s t  i n  

twenty-three countr ies around the  world. 
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