
Carnatic music. By Ananda Balasubramaniam. Winnipeg: India School o f  Dance, Music 
and Theatre Inc., 1985. (75 p .) 

This l i t t l e  book f i l l s  a vo id  i n  a 
straightforward and c l ea r  manner. The reader 
w i t h  a des i re  t o  learn more about the South 
Indian t r a d i t i o n  w i l l  no t  be disappointed. 
Ms. Balasubramanian teacnes a t  the Ind ia  
Scnool o f  Dance, Music and Theatre i n  
Winnipeg, and i s  an ac t i ve  performing a r t i s t  
i n  tne t rad i t i on .  The previous lack  o f  a 
clear, concise, but  thorough study o f  Carnatic 
music should make t n i s  pub1 i ca t i on  a welcome 
addi t ion t o  the extensive, but often esoter ic  
l i t e r a t u r e  on tne music o f  India. 

Comparisons t o  Western music and t o  the 
North Indian Hindusthani t r a d i  t i o n  have 
been made and f l l u s t r a t e d  wnere appropriate, 
and the t e x t  abounds w i tn  examples and carefu l  
descr ipt ions o f  de ta i l .  I n  addi t ion t o  
discussions o f  the raga and t a l a  systems, 
the methods o f  t r ad i t i ona l  teacning are 
described, so t h a t  tne  book could be used 
as a pedagogical guide. A h i s t o r y  of tne 

t rad i t i on ,  and descr ipt ions and f l l u s t r a t i o n s  
o f  the instruments and performers i n  act ion, 
a lso help b r i ng  the music t o  l i f e .  (The 
autnor i s  tne e legant ly  l o ve l y  musician 
holding the tambura i n  tne photo on p.64). 
The f i na l  chapter gives a v i t a l  descr ip t ion 
o f  the performer preparing fo r  a r e c i t a l ,  
t na t  should ennance tne appreciat ion of 
concert-goers. 

Mu1 t i c u l t u r a l  ism Canada and Manitoba Education 
assisted f i nanc i a l l y  i n  producing t h i s  work, 
and deserve congratulations and tnanks f o r  
t h e i r  support. Sucn works can ass i s t  g rea t l y  
i n  br idg ing tne cu l t u ra l  gaps between not  
on ly  the Indian community and the l a rge r  
c m u n i t y ,  but a lso the equal ly  great  distance 
between appreciators of the arts,  and tne 
r e s t  of the population. 

-Vladimi r Simosko 
Univers i ty  o f  Manitoba Music L ib ra ry  

1985 IAML CONFERENCE 

Berl in,  the cap i ta l  o f  East Germany, was 
the s i t e  of the 1985 fAML conference, 
September 8-13. Our East German nosts, l ed  
by Karl-Heinz K6hler and Helnz Werner, were 
very wel l  organized and welcomed us warmly. 
We were treated t o  a lav ish  reception 
fol lowf ng the opening ceremonies, and t o  
numerous musical events. Meetings were 
he ld  i n  the Berl  i n e r  Stadtbibl iothek, wnicn 
was closed f o r  the week of tne conference 
t o  the general pub l i c  o f  Berl in.  Tnere was 
an o f f i c i a l  photographer f o r  the conference: 
resu l t s  from eacn session were on d isp lay 
f o r  sale the next day! Simultaneous 
t rans la t ion  i n  IAML's tnree o f f i c i a l  languages 
was provided fo r  Council meetings and for  
tne la rger  sessions. 

Over 300 delegates attended, from 27 
countrf es, w i t h  notably large contingents 
from East Germany and otner s o c i a l i s t  

countries. A l l  tne Canadians and most o ther  
Western delegates stayed a t  the luxur ious 
new Hotel Metropol. From tnere i t  was a 
pleasant walk - along the Unter den Linden 
- t o  tne Ber l i ne r  Stadtb ib l io tnek through 
tne neart  o f  tne c i t y ,  past some o f  tne 
most important landmarks - tne Deutscne 
Staatsbibl iotnek (National L ibrary) ,  Deutscne 
Staatsoper, Humboldt Universi ty,  St. Hedwig's 
Catnedral, Palace of tne Republic, and several 
museums and gal ler ies.  The former centre 
of Berl in,  before tne d i v i s i on  of tne c i t y ,  
i s  now i n  tne Eastern sector: a f te r  tne 
devastation of W W I I ,  many of the n i s t o r i c  
bu i ld ings nave been so l ov i ng l y  reconstructed 
t ha t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  t e l l  o l d  from new. 
Others are now i n  the process of being 
restored. Some are s t i l l  j u s t  propped up 
w i th  scaffolding. 



The opening ceremonies were neld in  the 
Schauspiel haus, just recently restored t o  
i ts  19tn-century splendour. Althougn tne 
usual f u l l  program of meetings l e f t  l i t t l e  
time f o r  signtseeing, I did near two 
performances a t  tne Deutscne Staatsoper, 
Die Fledennaus, and a Car1 Orff program 
of Der Mond and Cannina burana. I br ief ly 
vis i ted the Pergamon Museum, and saw the 
famous a l t a r .  I found tne view from the 
top of tne Television Tower (Berlin's answer 
t o  tne Toronto CN Tower) very interest ing 
- the Wall and West Berlin could be seen 
clear ly.  There was an excursion t o  Potsdam 
wnicn included tours of tne Ceciliennof 
Palace, wnere tne agreement ending WWII 
was signed, and Sanssouci Palace, where 
Frederick tne Great played chamber music 
w i t n  Mozart. In tne beautifully restored 
Scnlosstneater Potsdamm, we saw a performance 
i n  German of Rossini ' S  Semiramide. I was not 
able,  unfortunate1 y, t o  go on a three? day 
post-conference tour  t o  Dresden and Leipzig. 

Many of the papers presented during the 
conference, w i t n  reports of tne Professional 
Brancnes, Subject Commissions and Project 
Groups, will be publisned in  Fontes a r t i s  
musicae and I urge you t o  read tnem tnere -9 

f o r  more de ta i l .  Some brief notes on the 
business aspects of tne conference follow. 

Professional Branches 
1. Researcn l ib ra r ies :  Tnis brancn held 
two sessions of general interest .  In a 
session on Bacn sources and resourcess we 
learned about gaps i n  tne Bacn reference 
shelf:  Cnristopn Wolff, one of tne edi tors  
of tne fortncoming Bacn compendium, described 
tne work. In anotner session, several researcn 
col lect ions and projects i n  Soc ia l i s t  
countries were described. 
2. Public l ib ra r ies :  Tnis brancn began 
a se r ies  of programs discussing public music 
l i b r a r i e s  i n  various countries, so tha t  
ideas and problems could be snared. Papers 
were given from East Germany, tne Netherlands, 
Hungary, tne USSR and Poland. Copyright 
problems, and sound recordings in  public 
l i b r a r i e s  were a l so  discussed. 
3. Libraries in  music teaching inst i tut ions:  
This branch neld sessions on standards fo r  
musfc l i b r a r i e s ,  and on Computers i n  tne 
l ibrary.  A report was made on the Directory 
of l i b r a r i e s  in  music teacninq ins t i tu t ions*  
now i n  prepara t f  on. 
4. Music information centres: Tnere were 

19 countries represented: tne main theme 
of t he i r  meetings was promotion of MIC's. 
5. Broadcasting l ib ra r ies :  A variety of 
topics were discussed, incl uding radio 
l i b r a r i e s  i n  East Germany. 

Subject Conmi ssions 
1. Commission on service and training: 
An interest ing session on s t a t i s t i c s  in  
music l i b r a r i e s  was held. I t  was generally 
agreed tha t  IAML should develop standards 
f o r  gathering s t a t i s t i c s  on music l ib ra r ies ,  
and tha t  national brancnes should be 
encouraged t o  follow them. Current IS0 
standards f o r  s t a t i s t i c s  a re  not en t i re ly  
sui table  fo r  music collections. A new Project 
Group on s t a t i s t i c s  (cnaired by Sue Clegg, 
U K )  was establisned t o  study t h i s  question, 
and make appropriate recommendations fo r  
revisions t o  tne IS0 standards. Anotner 
session was devoted t o  education fo r  music 
l ibrar ians i n  Eastern Europe. The Project 
Group on universal ava i lab i l i ty  of 
pub1 ications presented a session reporting 
on inter- l ibrary 'loan practices and facsimile 
transcription of music scores on demand. 
2. Bib1 iograpny commission: One session 
was devoted t o  tne special problems of 
national bibliogravnes, w i t h  specif ic  reports 
of enose i n  East and West Germany, and in  
tne UK. Further discussion i s  expected in 
1986. In another session tnere were reports 
of several bibliographical works in  progress, 
including a second edition of Barry Brook's 
Tnematic catalogues i n  music, t o  be publisned 
in  1987. 
3. Cataloguing emission: A t  a session 
on retrospective conversion, t a lks  were 
given by Mary Wallace Davidson (US) and 
Kurt Dorfmiiller (West Gennany). In the US 
an attempt i s  being made t o  co-ordinate 
a national program f o r  converting music 
l i brary card catalogues t o  machine-readable 
form. A t  the Bayeriscne Staatsbibliothek 
the conversion is  being done as  par t  of 
tne preparation f o r  publishing a printed 
catalogue of the collection, wnicn is 
considered t o  be tne most important music 
collection in  Germany. A jo in t  session w i t h  
the Project Group on arcnives was neld t o  
discuss the bib1 iograpnic control of materials 
in  music archives using the arcnival fonnats 
of major US bibliographic u t i l i t i e s  - RLIN 
and OCLC. Tne Project Groups on ISBD (NBM) 
and ISBD (PM) continued t he i r  work. Tne 
f lnal  version of ISBD (NBM) should be pub- 
lisned in  1986. Tne Project Group on UNIMARC 



agreed on a final set of detailed 
recornendations for  revisions t o  the format 
t o  ensure adequate treatment of b i b l i  ographic 
records fo r  music and sound recordings. 

RILM 
Barry Brook announced tha t  RILM is now self-  
suff icf  ent,  and snould become current i n  
tnree t o  f ive  years. There was considerable 
discussion about ways i n  wnicn complete, 
colnprehensive abstracting mignt be achieved 
eff ic ient ly.  Rita Vine was announced as  
a new national ed i tor  (Canada). A new Project 
Group (cnaired by Judith Kaufman, US), was 
established t o  study possible revision of 
the RILM c l a s s i f i c a t i  on scheme. 

1986 CAML/ACBM ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

The 1986 Annual Conference will again be 
w i t h  tne "Learnedsu and will be held a t  
tne University of Manitoba i n  Winnipeg, 
May 31 - June 3 (Saturday - Tuesday). A 
program description i s  enclosed. We will 
be overlappi ng CUMS/SMUC, and w i  l l have 
a joint  session on May 31. A panel on music 
tnerapy, and a presentation on tne Canadian 
Music Centre and tne International Year 
of Canadian Music will open botn our 
conferences t ha t  afternoon. CAML/ACBM 
reg is t ra t i  on wf l1  begin i n  tne morning, 
followed by comnittee meetings and a luncn 
a t  tne Faculty Club,  courtesy of tne 
University of Manitoba b i  braries,  before 
tne joint  session. A rec i ta l  i s  scheduled 
tna t  evening a t  tne Scnool of Music on campus, 
wnere we will be meeting fo r  a l l  sessions. 

Sunday morning will be f ree ,  and there a re  
cnapels on campus fo r  tnose wno wisn t o  
attend. In tne afternoon a tour  of tne U 
of M Scnool of Music and Music Library will 
precede tne Annual business meeting and 
remaining committee meetings. Sunday evening 
includes an off-campus reci t a l  by Cnarles 
Rosen . 
Day 3 will feature presentations on 
acquisitions by S i s t e r  Louise Smitn, Isabel 
Rose, and Cheryl Osborne, and on RECON by 
Debra Begg. After luncn tner  will be anotner 
joint  session, t h i s  time w i t n  tne Folklore 

Future conferences 
An invi tat ion was issued by tne Swedfsn 
brancn of IAML t o  attend tne 1986 conference 
in  Stocknolm a t  the Music Conservatory, 
August 10-15. In 1987 the conference will 
be in  the Netherlands; tne s i t e  f o r  1988 
has not yet  been determined; i n  1989 i t  
w i l l  be Vienna, and i n  1990 perhaps in 
Australia. I nope tna t  CAML/ACBM members 
will consider these conferences part  of 
t he i r  future travel plans,so t ha t  we may 
have a strong Canadian representation a t  
IAML eacn year. 

- Joan Col qunoun 
National Library 

THIS YEAR I N  WINNIPEG 

Society fo r  t n e i r  opening discussions on 
ethnomusicology. The event ng reci t a l  wil l 
be a t  the Scnool of Musfc. sponsored by 
the Manitoba Composers' Association featuring 
new works by members. 

Day 4 (Tuesday) will involve a tour t o  Brandon 
to  visit tne Brandon University Scnool of 
Music and Music Library, wnose l ibrar ian 
i s  our colleague June Jones. A luncn and 
rec i ta l  will probably be included. There 
may be an extra charge fo r  transportation. 

Registration de t a i l s  will be mailed l a t e r  
from the Learned Societies Conference office. 
Fees include $55 t o  tne  conference office, 
and $15 t o  CAML/ACBM t o  cover sucn essen t ia l s  
as  coffee a t  tne sessions. Accomodations 
on campus will be very convenient, so reg is te r  
early! 

Winnipeg offers appealing cul tural  adventures 
in  tne Winnipeg Art Gallery and tne Museum 
of Man 6 Nature; various theatres  and cinemas; 
snopping areas ranging from cnic boutiques 
through malls t o  the usual department s tores;  
and some so r t  of nignt l i fe  scene fo r  (I'm 
told)  nearly a l l  tas tes .  For tne more 
ambitious, there ' s  a paddlewneel cruise 
t o  Lower Fort Garry, a restored n is tor ic  
landmark complete w i  t n  costumed guides. 

-Vladimir Simosko 


