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Peter  Letkerann i s  a recent Ph.D. graduate o f  
the Un ive rs i t y  o f  Toronto. H i  S 1985 d i s s e r t a t i o n  
i s  t i t l e d  "The hymnody and choral music o f  the  
Mennoni tes  i n  Russia, 1789- 1915. " Dan A l l e n  
i s  a discographer and the p r o p r i e t o r  o f  Walter 
C. A l l en  o f  Canada Ltd. 

From Russia music. By Wesley 
Berg. Winnipeg: Hyperion Press, 1985. 
(151 p., $12.95) 

I n  recent decades Mennonite a c t i v i t y  i n  t he  
f i e l d  of vocal and choral  music has received 
growing recogn i t ion  i n  Canada. The musical 
accomplishments of i n d i v i d u a l  Mennonite conductors 
and s ingers as wel l  as Mennonite comnunity, 
co l lege and o r a t o r i o  cho i r s  r e s t  on a strong 
bu t  r e l a t i v e l y  b r i e f  t r a d i t i o n  of chora l  s ing ing 
i n  Mennonite schools and churches. 

The s to ry  of t h i s  Mennonite musical t r a d i t i o n  
i s  n o t  u n l i k e  t h a t  of music and choral  s ing ing 
i n  Canada which. i n  t he  words of Helmut Kallmann, 
'takes as i t s  subject  n o t  c rea t i ve  g iants  who 
determine the course of wor ld music h i s to ry ,  
bu t  humble musicians who i n s t i l  a t a s t e  f o r  
t h e i r  a r t  among pioneers... i t  r e f l e c t s  the  
musical pastimes and asp i ra t ions of t he  many... 
i n  short, t he  record i s  concerned more w i t h  
soc ia l  than w i t h  a r t i s t i c  aspects of music" 
(A H is to ry  of Music i n  Canada, p.3). 

Mennonites of Swiss and South-German o r i g i n  
came t o  Canada from Pennsylvania as e a r l y  as 
1786. While they were in f luenced by the  American 
singing-school movement around the  middle of 
the  nineteenth century, these f i r s t  Canadian 
Mennonites, I l v i n g  p r i m a r i l y  i n  Ontario, re jec ted  
choral  s ing ing and instrumental  music. I t  was 
among Mennonites of Prussian-Russian o r i g in ,  
who came t o  Western Canada and t o  t h e  mid-Western 
Uni ted States a f t e r  1874, t h a t  t h e  Canadian 


